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The lirst \'oyage made to the coasts of America. with two barks. wherein wcre

Captains Master Philip Amadas, and ~Iaster Arthur Barlowe, who disco\'ered part

of the Coun!!)'. now callee! Virginia, Anno 15:)·1: WdtteH by onc of the said

Captains, ane! scntto Sir \Valter Raleigh, knight, at whose charge, and direction.

the said \'oyage was set forth,

The 27th day of Apl;l, in the year of om redcmption. 1584, We ckp:H'ted

the west of England, with two barks, well furni.,lH'd with men and \'iClu:t!s. ILI\'ing

recei\'ed our last, and perfect directions h~' your ktters, confinnillg Ihe fonnn

instructions, and commancltncnts deli\'crer! hy yoursclL1t 0111' 1e:I\'illg thc rin'!' of

Thames. And I think it a matter both untll'n·ssary. for the m:lI1ili-sl disc/)\'l'I~' of

the Country. as also for tediousness s:lke, to r('lI1cllIl>('r unto YOIl II1(' .lilli'll,.! t)f

our course, sailing thither, and retlll11ing: only I h:1\'(, presulllcd 10 prescllt unlo

you this brief discourse, by which youmayjudgc how profitable this land is likely
to succeed. as well to yourself. (by who"e rlin'clion and chargc, ;Jnd hy who"t'

scrvants this Ol\l' discovcl'Y has bel~n perforlIlcd) as also to her Ilighlll's", ;Ind Ihe

c.:olIllllonwealt h. in which we hope your wisdom will he satislied, consickring, that

as much by us has been brought to light, as by those small means, and numher

of men we had, could any way Ita\'(' heen expected. or hoped for.

The tenth of May, we arrived at the Canaries, and the tenth ofjune in this

present year, we were fallen with the Islands of the West Indies, keeping a more

sOlltheasterly course then was needful. hecallse we doubted that the current of

the Bay onkxico, dishogging hetweenthe Cape of Florida, and the Havana, had

heen of greater force then afterwards we found it to he; At which Islands we found

lhe air \'ery unwholesome, and our men grew for the most part ill disposed: so

that ha\;ng refreshed ourselves with sweet water, and fresh victual, we departed

the twelfth day after our arrival there. These Islands, with the rest acljoining, are

so well known to yourself, and to many others, as I will not trouble you, with the
remcm orance of them.

The second of July, we found shoal water, which smelt so sweetly, and was

so strong a smell, as if we had been in the midst of some delicate garden, ~

ahounding with all kind of odoriferous flowers, by which we were assured, that

the land could not be far distant: and keeping good watch, and beating hut slack

sail, the fourth of the same month, we arrived upon the coast, which we supposed

to be a continent, and firm land, and we sailed along the same, a hundred and

twenty English miles, before we could find any entrance, or river issuing into the
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Sea. The first that appearen IInto us, we enteren, though not withoul some

difficulty, and cast anchor about three harqucbushot within the haven's moulh,
on the left hand of the same: and arter thanks given to God for our safe arrival

thither, we manned our boats, and went to view the land next aqjoining, and to

"take possession of the same, in the right of the Queen's most excellenl Majesty,

as rightful Queen, and Princess of the same: and af~er delivered the same O\'cr
to your use, according to her M~~jesty'sgrant, and letters patents, nnner her
Highness's great Seal. Which being performed, according to the ceremonies
used in such enterprises, we viewed the land about us, being whereas we firsl

landed, very sandy, and low towards the water side, but so full of grapcs, as the
very beating, and surge of the Sea overflowed them, of which we found sllch
plenty, as welI there, as in all places else, both on the sand, and on the grecn soil
on the hills, as in the plains, as well on every little shrub, as also climbing towards
the tops of the high Cedars, that I think in all the world the like ahundance is not

to be found: and myself ha\;ng seen those parts of Europe that most ahound,
find such difference, as were incredible to be written.

We passed from the Sea side, towards to tops of those hills next acUoining,
being but of mean height, and from thence we beheld the Sea on both sides to

the North, and to the South, finding no end any of hath ways. This land lay
stretching itself to the West, which after we found to be but an Island of twenty
leagues long, and not above six miles broad. Under the bank or hill, whereon we

stood, we beheld the valleys replenished with goodly Cedar trees, and having
discharged our harquebushot, such a flock of Cranes (the most part white) arose
under us, with such a cry redoubled by many Echoes, as if an army of men had
shouted all together.

This Island had many goodly woods, full of Deer, Conies, Hares, and Fowl,
even in the midst of Summer, in incredible abundance. The woods arc not such

as you find in Bohemia, Moscovia, or Hyrcania, barren and fruitless, bUI the

highest, and reddest Cedars of the world, far bettering the Cedars of the Aores,
of the Indias, or of Lybanus, Pynes, Cypres, Sassaphras, the Lentisk, or the tree
that bears the Masticke, the tree that bears the rind of black Cinnamon, of which

Master Winter brought from the Straits ofMagellane, ami many other of excellent
smell, and quality. We remained by the side of this Island two whole days, before
we saw any people of the Country: the third day we espied one small boat rowing
towards us, having in it three persons: this boat came to the land's side, four
harquebushot from our ships, and there two of the people remaining, the third

came along the shore side towards us, and we being then all within board, he

walked up and down upon the point of the land next unto us: then the Master,

and the Pilot of the Admiral, Simon Ferdinanda, and the Captain Philip Amadas,

my self, and others, rowed to the land, whose coming this fellow attended, never,

making any show of fear, or doubt. And after he had spoken of many things not

understood by us, we brought him with his own good liking, aboard the ships,
and gave him a shirt, a hat, and some other things, and made him taste of our
wine, and our meat, which he liked very well: and after having viewed both bark




